Vocabulary Terms Sheet 1
CPU (Central Processing Unit): The “guts” of a computer. Users often refer to the “box” attached to the computer monitor as the CPU. The box actually contains far more than the CPU, but the CPU is a convenient shortcut term. The CPU is actually the microprocessor, such as a Pentium, within the computer’s case.

Hard drive: A small metal box located within a computer on which to store computer information permanently. It is referred to as memory, such as RAM and ROM, but actually has less to do with the computer’s intelligence and more to do with its square footage of storage. The hard drive is frequently labeled the “C:” drive.



Hardware: The components of a computer system, such as the keyboard, hard drive, and printer. Its antonym is software.

Hub: A Hardware box into which several computers are plugged using a network cable (often blue). A hub allows computers to communicate with each other. 

Network: The means of connecting one computer to another whether both computers are in the same room or in different countries. The internet is a giant network. Generally, computers are networked by attaching a cable (often blue) from a network adapter within the computer to a box called a hub. From this hub, another cable runs to a router that directs the computer’s message to other computers. A modem is used to connect a computer to a network using a telephone line. 

Modem: A hardware device used to connect one computer to another using a telephone line. Modems can be located internally on an adapter card found within the computer or externally in a box attached to the computer. 
Motherboard: The main board in a computer that operates the computer. On it is located the microprocessor and other components necessary to make a computer “think.” Most users do not worry about the motherhood in their computer; instead, they are concerned with the processor and its speed. 

Processor: The primary brain of a computer. A processor’s speed and capabilities are the most significant descriptor of a computer’s capabilities. Early processors included the 80286 (called a 286), 80386, and 80486. Today processors include Pentiums, Celerons, and others. Different manufactures, such as Intel and AMD, identify similar processors with different names. Processors are ranked according to brand and speed. Speeds are measured as megahertz. Faster is better.

Server:  A computer used to store information for more than one computer user. In order for users to access a server from their own computer, special software is often required, such as that provided by Novell. “The server is down” means that the server computer has been taken out of service or is not working.
Windows: An operating system created by the Microsoft Corporation. The versions of Windows are numbered, with Windows 3.11 being followed by Windows 95, Windows 98, and Windows 2000.

